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Ext raff of three "Letters of Dr. Wallis, concerning an un- 
ufual Meteor feen at the fame time in many diftant 
places of England. Communications touching four forts of 
factitious Shining fubjlances. Divers Letters about the late 
Comet, from Signor Catfini , Monjieur Hevclius, and Mr. 
Flamftead, An Account of Pour Books : I. the Natural Hi' 
ftoryof OXFORDSHIRE,&c. By Robert Plott,LL. D. 
II. L'JRCHlTECtURE NAVJLE, avee leROU- 
flER des Indes Orientates & Occidentales 3 far le Sieur 
Daflle. HI. Ibilofophical Dialogues concerning the Princi- 
ples of Natural Bodies ; by W.Simpfon,e>f.I>. IV. J New 
Treatife of CHTMISTRT; written in French by Chrifto- 
pher Glafer, and novo Engltfhed by F, R. S. jin Advertife- 
ment of a New Mappof England. 



jin ExtraB of Two Letters , written by Dr. Wallis to the Pub- 
ii(berthe 20th and 30th of January lafi, concerning a confiden- 
ce Meteor feen in many diftant places of England 
at the fame time f. t 7*« •»& »?t 

publiflied foon- 
irtbtcaufe more particulars wtretxpt&ed both from 
Qthtr places of England, and from Forrttgn parts. 

SIR, 

I Do not know, whether in your Tranfaftions you have any 
where taken notice of that unufual Meteor which happened 
on Wednefday Sept. 20th. laft part, about Seven of the clock 
at night or foon after ; which, though it feemed very low, was 
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feen in moft parts of England touch at the fame time, and much 
in the fame manner. I hear of it from divers perfons who fa w 
it in Oxford, North <amftoitfhke, Gloucefterjhire, Worcejlerfbhe, 
Somerfetjbire, Hampjhire, Kent, Ejfex, London^ &c and I 
doubt not but you have heard of divers more. Some here cal I 
it a Draco volans. I have fometimes been fancying,it might be 
higher than they imagined, only cafting a light fo low. • And if 
I had heard any thing from it abroad, fhould have inclined ro 
think it a Comet, paffing fwiftly by us, very near the Earth, 
even through our Air. But, if it had been fo, itmuft be a 
very little one, or elfe we fliould have heard more of it. 

A third Letter from the fame hand, concerning the fame Meteor. 
Oxford, May 8.1677. 
S I R, 

I Remember that in Jamaryhft. I wrote you two Letters, 
concerning an unufual appearance which had here happen- 
ed not long before,on Wednesday Septemb.2oth.i6j6,bttween 
feven and eight of the clock at night. In the dusk of the E- 
vening (about Candle-lighting) there appeared a fudden light, 
equal to that of Noon-day,- fo that the final left pin or ftraw 
might be feen lying on the ground. And, above in the Air,was 
feen (at no great diftance as was fuppofed) a long appearance 
as of fire ; like a long arm (for fo it was defcribed to me) with 
a great knob at the end of it ; fliooting along very fwiftly : 
and, at its difappearing, feemed to break into fmall f parks or 
parcels of fire, like as Rockets and fuch Artificial Fire-works 
in the Air are wont to do. 'Twas fo furprizing,and of fo fliort 
continuance, that it was fcarce feen by any who did not then 
happen to be abroad. 'Twas judged, by him from whom I 
firft heard of ir, (for I had not the hap to fee it my felf,) to 
continue about two or three minutes: Eut, I find he took a 
minute to be a very fiiort time, (little more than a moment J 
From others I am told, it was fcarce longer than while one 
might tell fifteen or twenty at the moft ; which will belefs 
than halt a minute. All this might happen well enough from 
fome Fiery Meteor in our Air ; as a Draco volans(zs fome have 
been pleafed to call this) or the like. Buc that which makes it 
to me the more furprizing, is this 5 that I find the fame to 
have been feen in moft parts of England, and at or near the 
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fame time : As, not only in Oxford and Oxford/hire , but alfo 
in Northamptcn(hire, Gloueejierjbire, Wercejlerfhire, Somerfet- 
five, Devonjbirc, Hampjbin, Suffex, Surrey, Kent, Ejjex, and 
(particularly )by the Water-men on the Thames in their paffage 
between Gravefendznd London. In how many other parts of 
England, or in what parts out of England it might be feen ; 
I have not yet heard. But this is a great breadth of ground, 
and too much for an ordinary Meteor in our lower region of 
the Air to be feen in at once : Yet ( for ought I hear) it is a- 
greed by all to have been feen at the fame time, between fevtn 
and eight at night the fame day , in the dusk of the Evening. 
Which argues , that either it was higher than they imagined, 
(though the light of it reached the Earth) orelfe, that it had a 
very fwift motion. This made me then conjecture , (what in 
thofe Letters I fignified,) that it might be fome fmall Comer, 
whofe//W4 trajetforia pafled very near our Earth , or upon 
it. And I therefore enquired from you, what news might be 
heard of it from beyond the Seas , or in parts of England fur- 
ther off, and what more particular account thereof you mighc 
have from the varietyof your Correfpondents. For I judged 
it not improbable, that it might, when further difrantfrom us, 
appear in the form of a Comer. That Comet, which hath 
now appeared, in this and the Jafi: month , confirms me in 
the fame opinion ; which I conjecture may be the very 
fame which paffed by us in September laft. Why it was not 
fooner feen, I cannot tell ; fave, what is the common fate of 
moft Comets , that they are feldom obferved till after their 
neareft diftance from us : And , perhaps, it may have been fo 
near the Sun (as to its vifible place ) as not to be much above 
our Horizon fave in the day time* And for the like reafon ic 
maybe, that in September laft, when it paffed by us, ic was 
not more feen abroad in other parts 5 it might pa ft them in the 
daytime, being but in theTwy-light with us; and, had it 
been one hour fooner, the day-light would have hindred us 
from feeing it. Which way its morion was when near us, I 
cannot conclude, foas to fatisfie my felf. For moft that faw it, 
being fuddenly furprized , took little more notice of it 
than that it fuddenly appeared and was fuddenly 
gone, but faw it fo little time as fcarce to mark which 
way. By the account I had from one in Northampton- 
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fhlre (between Brtckfy and hanbury^ it fljould ftem to have 
moved there towards the South-weft. By the account I 
had fromone who faw it in Ha/npfbire (between Winchejler and 
Southampton) it fliould feem to be towards the South eatt ; from 
others I ' have nothing of certainty,and therefore can conclude 
nothing. (Its motion might then feem to us the fwifter, if its 
proper motion were then one way; and the Earths motion here, 
at the fame time, contrary to it. And it is not impofliblc,thac its 
dafliingagainft the Earth might difturb its motion; as when 
Clouds, in their paflage , meet with Mountains.) By this time 
I fuppofe it may be gotten fo far from us that its apparent 
motion is very little. Andfo late it was before we heard of it 
here, and ic is now fo fmall,and fonear the Sun,and the weather 
withal hath been fo cloudy, that I (and fome others who 
would willingly have feenitj have not had the hap to fee it at 
all. My conjecture upon the whole, though perhaps but a con- 
jecture, hath at leaft fo much of probability in it, as todeferve 
fome consideration : and may ferve (if true) to give us foirje 
light into the nature of Comets; which perhaps will feldom 
have been found to come fo near us , as this Teems to have done* 
I add no more, but that I am 

Tours \&c. 

John Wallis, 
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